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The Impact Dokdo

Had on my National Identity

When my mom asked me if | wanted to go to
Dokdo, | thought, “Can | really go to Dokdo? Is it that
simple?.” | have always thought of Dokdo as a place
in the textbooks, not somewhere | could visit. To be
honest, | did not give it much thought when | agreed

to go.

| assumed it would be a fun little trip like every
other fun little trip | have been on. However, my

perspective quickly changed once | arrived in Dokdo.

We first went to Ulleungdo from Gangneung.
When | saw the itinerary when we got to Ulleungdo
and realized | had to wake up at 5 in the morning (yes,
5 AM) to go to Dokdo, | wanted to hop back on the
ferry and go back to Gangneung. But soon enough,
| had a change of heart. After all, not everyone has
the opportunity to go to Dokdo, right? | decided to
embrace the commitment required. To my surprise,
waking up early was not too much of a struggle, and
the ferry ride to Dokdo was quite nice because the

ferry was not porpoising as badly as | had expected.

When we finally arrived in Dokdo, | tried to act
like a chill tourist, but deep inside, | was brimming

with excitement. It was the Dokdo. The Dokdo |

read about in my textbook and the Dokdo | saw in
documentaries. The fact that | was in Dokdo, just
beyond the ferry’s entrance door, was almost surreal.
When the door opened, | could only get a glimpse of
Dokdo due to the people rushing out of their seats
and disembarking from the ferry all at once. However,
as | got close to the door, | could see more of Dokdo,
and it felt like stepping into an entirely different

country.

| was astounded that the big island in front of
my very eyes was indeed Dokdo. It possessed a
captivating beauty, with the azure sky, seagulls
soaring high in the sky, the perfect blend of green
and blue in the ocean, and of course, the magnificent

island, creating breathtaking scenery.

Every few seconds, the exclamation “2}’(whoa)
filled the air. Seeing everyone holding their little
Korean flags so preciously evoked a sense of

nationalism within me.

Close to the ferry was a drawing of Zx|(gangchi,
Dokdo sea lions). | later learned that gangchi had
gone extinct during Japan’s occupation of Korea,

as every gangchi was hunted and killed for its



byproducts by the Japanese. It would have been
fascinating to see gangchi in person along with
many other animals that went extinct during Japan’s

occupation.

When | shared pictures and videos of Dokdo on
my Instagram story, many of my Canadian friends
liked them and asked me if | was in Korea, as their
prior knowledge of Korea only consisted of BTS,
Seoul, and Squid Game. Their reactions sparked
something in me. | realized that | had never felt
such pride in being Korean before. | was and still am
beyond happy that | could contribute to spreading
the beauty of Korea and sharing the fact that Dokdo
is a beautiful, magnificent island in Korea with my

friends all around the world.

After a quick tour around Dokdo, it was time
to get back on the ferry. An air of melancholy
surrounded me. It was a short time spent in Dokdo,
but long enough to make me not want to leave, so
| tried my best to capture every bit of Dokdo with
my eyes. Have you ever seen a sunset so beautiful
that you do not even take photos, but simply stare
at the sky in awe? It was just like that. | wanted to

remember the scenery forever.

| could hear the ferry staff calling everyone back,
while they took their final glances at Dokdo, probably
feeling the same way as | did. It is easy to book a trip
to Dokdo, yet it takes a stroke of luck to visit because
both the waves and the weather have to be on your
side. Fortunately, | was able to visit Dokdo with no

trouble.

The highlight of this trip was seeing Dokdo with all
the amazing people | met through the Hong Beom-
do organization, and the key takeaway from this trip

was that we need to appreciate our charming island,

Dokdo. In our lives, we often overlook the significance
of small things that are not part of our daily routines.
However, it falls upon us to recognize their value and
significance, for if we fail to do so, they risk losing
their worth. The same holds for Dokdo. We must
appreciate the fact that an island like Dokdo exists in
Korea, and we have the privilege to visit it whenever

we want, unlike every other country.

Visiting Dokdo was not like any other fun little trip.

It was a valuable trip with continuous learning and an

unforgettable experience | will cherish forever.
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